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SDA World Church’s Imperative

• The SDA World Church has an 

imperative to convey its essential 

values and beliefs to its children 

and youth in a way that trains 

and inspires them to fulfill the 

mission of the Church—carrying 

the gospel to all the world.
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Jesus Our Master Teacher/Leader

• The word “teacher” and its related 

words appear over 200 times in the 

Bible. Over 20% of those 

occurrences are related to Jesus. 

Jesus in the Bible is a teacher. 

Actually, when the active form of 

the word teaching is used, then 

Jesus is referred to over 50%. 

Jesus was always mostly seen and 

heard teaching. 
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Ellen G. White on Teaching

• “Train the youth, mold the character, 

educate, educate, educate, educate 

for the future immortal life. Pray 

often. Plead with God to give you a 

spirit of supplication. Do not feel 

that your work as teachers is 

done unless you can lead your 

scholars to faith in Jesus and love 

for Him…” (Promises for the Last 

Days, p. 129). 
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Martin Luther on Teaching Profession

• Martin Luther, the great 16th century 

reformer said: “If I had to give up 

preaching and my other duties, there is 

no office I would rather have than that of 

a school teacher. For I know that next to 

the  (pastoral) ministry it is the most 

useful, greatest and best; and I am not  

sure which of the two is to be 

preferred (“Sermon on the Duty of Sending 

Children to School,” in Luther on Education,

p.264). 
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The Apostle Paul on Teaching

• In writing to Ephesians, Paul used a 

Greek construction that indicates 

that the office of a pastor and 

teacher was held by the same 

person when he noted that “some 

should be apostles, some prophets, 

some evangelists, some pastors 

and teachers” (Ephesians 4:11) 
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F. F. Bruce Commentary: Eph. 4:11

• F. F. Bruce, in commenting on 

Ephesians 4:11, notes that “the 

two terms ‘pastors’ (shepherds) 

and ‘teachers’ denote one and 

the same class of men.” On the 

other hand, the other gifts are listed 

separately (The Epistle to the Ephesians 

(Westwood, N.J.: Fleming H. Revell, 1961), 

p. 86.
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Two Ministries – One Mission

In order to be functional, these two 

gifts should not be divided. Pastors 

must not only care for the souls of 

their flock, but must also be persons 

who teach (by precept and example) 

both individual and corporate body of 

the church. Adventist teachers 

function in a pastoral role to their 

students, and Adventist pastors in 

teaching role to their parishioners. 
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Two Ministries – One Mission

• “In the highest sense,” penned 

Ellen White, “the work of 

education and the work of 

redemption is one” because both 

build on directly upon Jesus Christ. 

To lead the students into a 

saving relationship with Jesus 

Christ “should be the teacher’s 

first effort and his constant aim”

(Education, p. 30).
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Two Ministries – One Mission

• The primary function of an 

Adventist teacher is to be an 

agent of salvation in the great 

controversy between Christ and 

Satan that is occurring in both the 

world at large and in the lives of 

every individual student. It is to 

lead young people into a 

transforming, saving relationship 

with Jesus Christ.    
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Two Ministries – One Mission

• Pastor Shane Anderson in his book 

How to Kill Adventist Education

points out that “Adventist parents 

increasingly aren’t willing to pay 

the price to send their children” 

to Adventist institutions that 

have lost their purpose, and are 

no longer substantially different

from other Christian schools or 

government schools down the road 

(pp. 22, 56).    



34

Two Ministries – One Mission

• There is a constant decline in the 

ratio of Adventist students in our 

schools to the church membership

• 1945 to about 1965 25 st/100 mbrs

• 15 per 100 in 1985 and

• 9 per 100 in 2000

• Presence of non-Adventist students 

in our schools make it 5 per 100.
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Two Ministries – One Mission

• In sum, Adventists in the pastoral 

ministry and the Adventists in the 

educational ministry have one 

message and one mission. They 

both work to reach a lost world for 

whom salvation in Christ and belief 

in his glorious appearing are the 

only hope.
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Two Ministries – One Mission

• Both ministries are educational, both 

are pastoral, and the health of each of 

them is linked to that of the other. And 

both prosper most when supported by 

each other. It is therefore absolutely 

crucial for educational clergy to 

privately and publicly support their 

pastoral brothers and sisters; and for 

pastoral clergy to energetically support 

their educational counterparts.
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Two Ministries – One Mission

• How pastors and church leaders 

can help fill up the empty desks in 

your school.  

• 25 ways pastor can support their 

school.

• 120+ Ministries in which teachers 

can support  pastoral ministry.
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1. Whereas Seventh-day Adventist 
atmosphere on campuses  is 
rapidly fading as a priority in some 
schools, what are pastors and 
teachers doing or can do to change 
that or maintain a good Adventist 
atmosphere?

2. What are Adventist pastors and 
teachers in ECD doing to establish 
or maintain a meaningful 
connection with Adventist students 
who are not attending our 
educational institutions? 

Two Ministries – One Mission

Discussion and Sharing
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